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Philatelic Elements 
Linked to Armed 

Forces
Mani Muthu Krishnan

Bengaluru

This presentation 
gives an idea and 

range of 
Communication 

modes used by the 
members of 

Armed Forces, and 
how exactly the 

mail moved 
amongst them and 

their families.
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FPO – need for it / organisation structure

Over the years in the history of mankind, in the process evolution of the present social system, Man
has been greedy to acquire more and more – land, money, wealth etc. So Army units have been
established as a necessity for the powerful Kings / Rulers to take control over the people. This
continuing today with terminologies and names changing.

Indian citizens have also been part of the British Armed Forces in Uniform or not. To cater to such
people, communication network was necessary and in 1856, the First Indian Army Post Office was
established in Bushire in South Persia. This was model similar to the British Army & Postal Services.

To provide support facilities and fight for the British, there were over two and a half million Indian 
citizens in uniform during the war .  Indian Sub-continent residents have played a vital role during 
the two world wars :
1st World war – 28th July 1914 to 11th Nov 1918
2nd World War – 1st Sept 1939 to 2nd Sept 1945

From this evolved the Army Postal System.
- Central Base Post office (CBPO) at Karachi was control point to cater to inward and outward

mails from / to the western area of Africa, &  Europe. 
- Base Postal Depot at Bombay was control point to cater to inward and outward parcels. 
- CBPO at Calcutta control point to cater to inward and outward mails to SCA Base PO 

at Singapore and 9 Base PO Colombo
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Brigadier Diljit 
Singh Virk 

laid the foundation for  
the present 

Army Postal Service Corps
- A special wing to cater to 

postal services needs of 
all army personnel 

- His Photo shown here 
being awarded the

- ATI VISIST SEVA MEDAL 
- By President 

- Dr Zakir Hussain

Pre 
Stamp ERA
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Pre Stamp ERA

Pre Stamp ERA
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Manual 
of 

Military Intelligence 
in the Field

Defines entire postal articles, 
the handling of the same, 
Censors, etc fully in detail. 
Printed in India in 1942 at 
Simla

Flow Of 
Communication

Between
FPO 
And 

Civilian 
Postal 

System

How the Letters moved in FPO to  Regular Civilian Postal System`

ActionNext point`Source
Each officer is allotted a unique Unit censor Mark is 
and he affixes the same on the letter

Approved by an officerSolider writes a 
private letter

FPO Mark is affixedHands it over to FPOUnit Censoring  
officer

Base censor Mark is affixedBase CensorFPO 

Letters are Opened by Examiner and  “Opened by 
examiner “ label is affixed

Base Post Office / Central Base 
Post Office

Base Censor 

Letter handed over to Civilian 
Postal Systems for movement
to final destination

BPO / CBPO

Post marks available on these letters are
ABPO – Advance Base Post Office APO – Army Post Office
BPO – Base Post Office CBPO- Central Base Post Office
FC – Field Censor FPO – Field Post Office
PO – Post Office UC – Unit Censor
Passed by Censor with crown
10 Field post offices are controlled by one Base Post Office. Base Post office is the
linking point to the Civilian Postal system.
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Field Post Office

This is World War I Example of 
Field Post office postmark.

FPO moves along with a 
battalion of soliders into war 

field  and helps keeping 
communication alive with the 

base camp and family 
members.
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Censor Marks

FIELD CENSOR

Despatch Mark

Delivery Mark
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Some examples of 
letters being opened 

and resealed with 
Special Label 

by Censorship 

Authorities
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Envelops and Inland 
Letters

Envelops and Inland 
Letters
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Post Card

Field Service Card

Field Service Card with Reply card

Airgraph Forms
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Air Graphs

Photographs 

Taken,

Negative carried

And reprinted at 
destination

Free on Active 
Service 

Different 
languages

Different Sizes
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FIRST DAY COVER ,  PRESENTATION PACK, FOLDER all with FPO Marks
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Field Service 
Post Cards 
were used 
with minimum 
sentences to 
communicate 
with family 

POW 
Correspondences
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Boxer Revolution 
North China in 1900 
created a need for 
creating a special 

expeditionary force  
by combination of 

many countries 
including India

from 1900 to 1923

C. E. F. 

OVERPRINT

Seen across 

Three reigns

Queen Victoria

King Edward VII

King George V

1900 to 1922

China Expeditionary Force
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Chinese Expedition 
Force

Indian Stamps & 
Stationery 

were overprinted for 
CEF 
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IEF 
Overprinted 

on 
Mesopotamia 

stamps
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Various Special 
Government 
agencies had 
offices in India for 
receiving claims or 
loss due to war or 
enquiry of missing 
persons 

A Rare Registered letter from Chairman, 
International Supervisory Commission for 
Cambodia to Bombay 1954
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Japanese 
occupation 

of 
Anadaman and 
Nicobar Islands
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